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ore than forty years ago, 
Joni Mitchell's music helped define 
a generation of young people. Now, 
one of her classic songs is introduced 


to a new generation through the 


Me 


remarkable art of Brian Deines. 


The Circle Game is the story 

of a young boy who experiences 

the simple wonders of life, such as 
dragonflies in jars and skies full of 
thunder. Though his hopes and dreams 
change as the years go by, his sense 

of wonder always remains the same. 
The beautiful lyrics and stunning 
artwork capture the timeless 

magic of youth. 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
Kahle/Austin Foundation 


https://archive.org/details/circlegameQ0O000unse_s9g0 
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THE CIRCLE GAME 
Words and Music by JONI MITCHELL 
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For Arielle, Lee & Eric — the world is yours. 
— Brian Deines 
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We can't return, we can only look behind from where we came, 


And go round and round and round in the circle game. 
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Then the child moved ten times round the seasons, 
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Skated over ten clear frozen streams. 
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And the seasons they gor 
And the painted pon 
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We can't return, we can only look behind from where we came, 


And go round and round and round in the circle game. 
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Cartwheels turn to car wheels through the town. 
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And they tell him, “Take your time, it won’t be long now 
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’Til you drag your feet to slow the circles down.” 


And the seasons they go round and round, 
And the painted ponies go up and down. 


We're captive on the carousel of time. 
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We can't return, we can only look behind from where we came, 


And go round and round and round in the circle game. 


So the years spin by and now the boy is twenty, 


There'll be new dreams, maybe better dreams and plenty, 
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And the seasons.they go round and round, 
And the painted ponies go up and down. 
We're captive on the carousel of time. 
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We cant return, we can only look behind from where we came, 
And go round and round and round in the circle game, 


And go round and round and round in the circle game. 


poi Mitchell is a celebrated singer-songwriter, 

vocalist, musician, and visual artist. Born in 
Fort Macleod, Alberta, she grew up in Saska- 
toon, Saskatchewan. Despite her left hand being 
weakened by a bout with polio when she was 
eight, Joni taught herself to play ukulele and 
guitar. Inspired to become a folk singer, she 
moved east and began busking and playing at 
clubs, such as the legendary Riverboat in the 
Yorkville district of Toronto. She then moved 
to New York City, where she attracted attention 
as a songwriter. Her music was performed by 
some of the most popular folk artists of the day, 
including Tom Rush, Judy Collins, and Dave Van 
Ronk. Buffy Saint-Marie was the first to record 
Joni’s song “The Circle Game.” 

In 1968 Joni recorded her first album, Song 
to a Seagull. A year later she released her 
second album, Clouds, which contained her own 
versions of songs she had written for other 
artists, such as “Both Sides, Now” and “Chelsea 
Morning.” Ladies of the Canyon, released in 
1970, was Joni’s third album, and contained 


the classics “Big Yellow Taxi,” “Woodstock,” 
and “The Circle Game.” It was her first gold 
album, and marked the beginning of her 
mainstream success. 

Over her career, Joni has released nine- 
teen albums that have explored jazz, folk, and 
rock. Her work has been honoured with three 
Juno Awards, nine Grammy Awards, and the 


Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. She was 


named to the Canadian Music Hall of Fame 
in 1981, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
1997, Canada’s Walk of Fame in 2000, and the 
Canadian Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2007. 

She was made a Companion of the Order 
of Canada in May 2002; the citation accom- 
panying this honour noted her influence as 
a singer-songwriter and on the following gener- 
ations of female performers. 

Joni Mitchell lives in Los Angeles and Van- 
couver, where she writes and paints, and 
continues to make her remarkable contribution 


to our culture. 
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Bas Deines is a fine artist and _ prolific 
children’s book illustrator. Born in Stettler, 
Alberta he grew up in nearby Red Deer. He drew 
from an early age, destined to be an artist. 

A graduate from the Alberta College of 
Art, he is noted for the warmth of his palette 
and the ability to bring an air of mystery, grace, 
and energy to popular children’s books such 
as SkySisters and Bear on the Train. His first 
book, Charlotte by Janet Lunn, was shortlisted 
for the William Allen White Children’s Award 
Master Reading List. He has illustrated Tomson 
Highway’s “Songs of the North” trilogy, the 
first two of which — Caribou Song and Dragonfly 


Kites — were nominated for the Ruth and 
Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Literature Award. 
Dragonfly Kites was also a finalist for the 
Governor General’s Literary Award for Illustra- 
tion. His most recent book, One Hockey Night, 
was a finalist for the Lillian Shepherd Memorial 
Award for Illustration. 

Brian is the recipient of numerous Canada 
Council Grant Awards for his painting and, 
most recently, a Chalmers Arts Fellowship from 
the Ontario Arts Council. 

Brian Deines resides in Toronto with his 
family, where he divides his time between paint- 


ing and children’s picture books. 
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Loni Mitchell is a celebrated singer- 


Songwriter and visual artist. She was 


born in Fort Macleod, Alberta, and began 
her career singing in the coffeehouses 

of Saskatoon and busking on the streets 
of Toronto. Her albums Song to a Seagull, 
Clouds, and Ladies of the Canyon helped 
her to become a music icon, and in 1997 
she was inducted into the Rock and 

Roll Hall of Fame. She was appointed 

a Companion to the Order of Canada 

in 2002. 


(_“Ae/ rian Deines has illustrated numerous 
books for children, including SkySisters 

by Thomson Highway and One Hockey 
Night by David Ward. He has been nom- 
inated for such awards as the Governor 
General's Literary Award, the Ruth and 
Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Literature 
Award, and the Martha Baillie Picture 
Book Award. A native of Red Deer, 


Alberta, Brian lives in Toronto. 
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